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Write the Viſion, and make it plain upon Tables, that he may run, that readeth it. For the Viſion 
is yet for an appointed Time, but at the end it fhall ſpeak and not lie: though it tarry, wait 
for it, becauſe it will ſurely come, it will not tarry. Habakkuk, ii. 2, 3. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


ſentence at the very outſet of St. John's Revelation, that Bleſſed is be that 
readeth, and they that - bear the words of this Prophecy, and keep thoſe things 
a? which are written therein, for the time is at band; and who after this have 
duly conſidered, with the predictive parts of it, the many very momentous preſcriptions 
and exhortations, promiſes" and threats, the book contains, and of courſe the uncon- 
trovertable uſefulneſs of it in all ages of the Chriſtian Church, and therefore in ours, 
as much as, if not more, than in any other, ſeeing that on us the ends of the preſent 
diſtracted and corrupted world are come; and yet are fully ſenſible of the abſolute in- 
capacity. of very many, and the unconquerable averſion of the generality of Chriſtians, 
to ſit down to the peruſal of formal comments, or elaborate diſquiſitions, in order to 
gain a proper inſight into myſteries of this kind: With ſuch there certainly need no ar- 
guments to evince the neceſſity of attempting, in ſome more eaſy and familiar way, to 
acquaint thoſe among us, that have not yet forſwore all enquiry into religious matters, 
with the ſubſtance of this venerable record, and by thus preparing them for, and en- 
ticing them to, the peruſal of the record itſelf, lead them into diſpoſitions and practices, 
which the circumſtances of the times, and the efforts of Popery in theſe kingdoms, + 
ſeem prepared ſoon to call upon them to give proofs of, to the honour of our moſt” 
Holy Religion, and their own moſt eſſential advantage. ee 
I This, it is imagined, will be readily allowed to juſtify the deſign of the Yiew here 
offered to the conſideration of the hey we et this, it is as ily underſtood, will 
not be deemed ſufficient to evince the ſyſtem ile, with the arangements of -it, to be 
indeed the very ſyſtem of the book of Revelation. It is therefore needfull to add here 
ſome particulars, that may clear this point to the ſatisfaction of the candid Enquirer, - 
_ ſo happily contribute to produce the good effects, which in ſuch caſe cannot fail to 
ollow. 
Accordingly we beg leave to obſerve in the firſt place, that as the contents of the 
ſacred book under conſideration, are expreſsly ſaid (i. 1.) to have been given to our 
Lord, to ſhew unto- his Servants things, which muſt. ſhortly come to paſs, and in which 
therefore they were deeply concerned as it is declared (i. 1, 9.) that thoſe things were 
communicated to St. John, when he was in tribulation in Patmos; as it is further ſpecified 
(1. 19. iv. 1.) that the things revealed, were things, though quickly to begin, yet tha: 
ſhould be hereafter ; as it is clear too from the whole tenor -of the book that the _ 
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predicted were to take place in the Roman Empire; in fine, as it a rs, that the dif- 
coveries of this book are carried on in a regular ſeries of connected ſucceſſive pre- 
dictions, and that they end (xx. 11.) with a deſcription of the final judgment; it fol- 
lows clearly from theſe premiſes, that the general deſign of the Book of Revelation is 
to inform us of the fates of the Chriſtian Church within the Roman Empire, from the 
days of the Emperor Domitian, down to the conſummation of all things. 
| We obſerve next, that as, upon peruſal of the book, we meet in the three firſt 
= Chapters with a dreadfull Viſion and ſeven Epiſtles, five of them full of grievous com- 
4 plaints and ſoreſt threatuings, and æwo of them predictive of tribulations and ſufferings; 
= as. in the ſubſequent Chapters down to the end of the ſixteenth, we are preſented with 
| | the preparatives or actual introduction of the ſix ſeal, ſix trumpet, and ſeven vial Judg- 
ments, and with enlargements on the latter in the ſeventeenth, eighteenth, and part of 
the nineteenth Chapters, all uniting to give us a compleat notion of a ſtate, made up 
of nothing but miſery and deſtruction; and as after this, from the nineteenth Chapter 
to the end of the book, we diſcern all this terrible and long-continued woe changed 
moſt happily into the brighter ſcene of conqueſt and feſtivity, attended with accla- 
mations and allelujas tranſcendent and harmonious ; it is ſurely on the beſt grounds we 
may aſſert, that the fates of the Church, intended to be revealed in this Prophecy, 
are of two forts, of the dolefull namely, and of the pleaſing kind, and conſequently, 
that the general deſign of the book ſubdivides itſelf in the moſt regular manner, as in 
1 our View, into two principal heads, the former reſpecting the Church militant, the latter, 
0 the Church triumphant. | | ! 
After this, as our account of the militant ftate of the Church, in that part, which 
rehearſes he trials and ſufferings of it, is divided into two ſections, in plain conformity to 
St. John's aſſignment of fix ſeals to one period, and his including all the reſt within the 
+4 ſeventh ſeat; as the grand period of the ſeventh ſeal is hkewiſe parted into two, becauſe 
| | of the period of the trumpet, and that of the vial Judgments being placed within that 
ſeal by our ſacred Author; as the ſeal, trumpet, and vial Judgments are all ranged in 
ſequence and numerically diſtinguiſhed, juſt as they are in the book; and as our ap- 
plication of events is indubitably agreeable to the eſſential circumſtances ſpecified in 
each prediction, and the order vf time, which is the only way of proving the comple- 
3 tion of them; it cannot be required of us, that we ſhould ſay any thing further in 
4 defence of this part of the ſcheme, it being moſt evidently conſiſtent, in all its parti- 
13 | culare, with St. John's own determination. But that part of our ſyſtem, that relates to 
the moral charaFer of the Chriftian Church, which we verily believe to be delineated m the 
ſeven Epiſtles, this, we are fully ſenfible, wants ſupport, and good ſupport too, before 
it can be expected to be allowed, confidermg how directly oppoſite it is to the almoſt 
-univerſal conſent of the learned, in their application of the ſeven Epiſtles to the ſeven 
yur" Churches in Afia, to whom St. John addreſſes his book, and ſent it by our 
Lord's expreſs order. Jt | : 
Now, with this part of our taſk in view, it is imagined, our defence could not well 
be deemed to fer out weakly, were we immediately to urge, that it is abſolutely incon- 
ſiſtent both with reaſon and fact, to fancy the Almighty ſhould have held it expedient, 
to 2cquaint his Servants with the ſufferings his Church ſhould undergo (as is done in the 
ſeal, trumpet and vial Predictions) and not have informed them at the fame time of the 
cauſes of ſuch her trials. The juſtice of God, conſidered in itſelf, or in reſpect to the need- 
full vindication of it to the underſtandings of men, as well as His mercifull Fatherly con- 
deſcenſions, evidenced in the preſent revelation of his reſolves, together with His well- 
known conduct to his ancient people on every occafion, in which He ſent his Prophets 
to warn them of his approaching viſitations ; theſe are topics, that will not admit * 
WD - | 1 
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the arbitrary complexion the commonly- received 2 inevitably forees upon the 
divine proceedings in the preſent caſe, and topics, which at the ſame time lead to the 
indiſpenſable neceſſity of allowing the Epiſtles to ſet forth preciſely the proper moral 
character of the Chriſtian Church during the ſtate of trial delineated, as no other part 
of the book, but this, is capable of giving us a full inſight into this circumſtance, the 
moſt momentous of any. 3 ü dran I 
However, leſt arguments of this kind ſhould be judged to range out of the proper 
limits of the preſent debate, we readily confine our pleadings to St. John's own-inti- 
mations, and think even on that foot to be able to make out our point in a manner, 
which to our capacities ſeems to carry demonſtration. i ai 0 dai = 
Thus, among many other things, that might be alledged, what muſt we ſay with 
reſpect to the Names of the ſeven Churches of Aſia, and the names of the ſeven 
Churches, to which the Epiſtles are writ ? The former are ſpoke of (i. 11.) as inhabit- 
ing Epheſus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea 
whilſt but four of the latter are fo deſcribed, and the three others, the two firſt namely, 
and the laſt, bare very different appellations. The Church of Epheſus is changed into 
the. Ephe/ine Church; that of Smyrna into the Church of the Smyrneans ; and that of 
Laadicea, into the Church of the Laadiceans. It is true, there are many Manuſcripts 
and Verſions, that mark not this difference, but expreſs the contrary: Let for all this 
we mult inſiſt upon this difference being genuine and original, becauſe the tranſcribers 
could have no temptation. to alter the reading, had it in theſe three inſtances been 
conformable to that in the four others, but a very ſtrong one, in caſe it was diſcrepant 
from it. The names of theſe three Churches then are manifeſtly different, and if dif- 
ferent in them, we are pretty clearly given to underſtand, that notwithſtanding the 
ſeeming conformity in the four others, their names too are to be differently conſtrued 
and of courſe we may maintain, that the Epiſtles . muſt be underſtood to treat of 
Churches very different from thoſe in Aſia; Churches, that. bear no further any relation 
to them, than as the characters or names of thoſe Churches, or of the Cities they 
belonged. to, afford ſome grounds for particular Similitudes. It may be added, in way 
of confirmation, that as no one reaſon, can be given for this change of language, in caſe 
the Epiſtles be underſtood, to refer to the Churches in Aſia, but ſome very good ones; 
if we look upon thoſe Epiſtles as deſcriptive of the Chriſtian Church within the Em- 
pirez this cannot but be admitted to plead. moſt; cogently for our Opinion, and lead di- 
rectly. to the admiſſion of it. In an inſtance; calling the firſt Church the Zphe/ine 
Church, was calling it by a name, which whilſt it 2 that Church not to be a 
particular one, but to be made up of many (juſt as the Roman Church means not the 
Church of that City only, but of many more) ſhewed it at the ſame time not to make 
a part of the City it ſeemed to belong to, and that it was a Church of very early date, 
even, of the Apoſtolic Age; and how truly as well as properly ſuch intimations were 
given in this caſe, and at the head of a Syſtem of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, if the Epiſtles 
may be conſidered in that light, this may be ſaid to need no enlargement, eſpecially 
after what the following Yew affords of ſupplyr..f̃ 1 . 12 
It is, worth our while; in the next place to attend to the CAR ATERS of the ſeven. 
Churches of the, Epiſtles, as we there meet with ſundry, articles, not capable of bein 
applied to the ſeyen, Churches of Aſia. In general we obſerye in the Epiſtles a = 
ogreſs from worldlymindedneſs properly corrected in the Ephefine Church, to con- 
ummate Virtue in the Church of the Smyrneans; a virtue proof againſt the ſevereſt 
trials, but which however, ſame how or other, led, in che Church of Pergamos, to the 
innings; in the Church of Thyatira, to the growth; in the Church of Sardis, to the 
fulleſt maturity of Superſtition and Idolatry, with all their attendant enormities; which 
indeed were eee. a happy ee of the Church in Philadelphia, but wers 
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by worldlymindedneſs, rence, and ſo on; beſides which this too we diſcover, 
that among theſe ſeven Churches there is but one original character, and that the fix 
others go by pairs. The firſt and the laſt, the Epbęſne Church and that of the La- 
odiceaus, are both of them of, as worldlyminded; the Church of the Smyrneans 
and that in Philadelphia, the ſecond and the ſixth, are both of them praiſed for their 


virtue and their ſteadineſs in the maintenance of truth; the third and the fourth, the 


Churches in Pergamos and Thyatira, are both deſcribed as diſtained with Idolatry ; and 
the Church in Sardis, as void of Chriſtian life, and on the point of dropping into the 
very ſink of iniquity. Now, though in every light theſe particulars offer ſomething 
very extraordinary, yet may they very eaſily be underſtood of the Univerſal Church, 
m a long tract of time, and in different diſtricts, and under different governments, 
putting on different moral complexions, laying aſide ſome, and reſuming others, juſt 


As the ſame cauſes happen to operate; but to apply this to ſeven diſtinct cotemporary 


Churches, neighbours to one another, and under one and the fame Apoſtolical Go- 
vernment, this is a method of conſtruction, which, whilſt it renders three of the 
Epiſtles abſolutely ſuperfluous, crouds into the ſcene ſuch a ſudden concurrence of 
moral perverſions under influences diametrically oppoſite thereto, as we cannot help 
thinking extremely unnatural, and for that reaſon not capable of belief. Nor ſhall we 
find cauſe to alter our ſentiments, if, from this general remark, we deſcend to the 
particularities, which the Epiſtles record in reſpe& to the virtues and vices, the ſufferings 
and triumphs of the ſeven Churches. In truth, can any one ſerioufly conceive, that 
our Lord ſhould have ordered St. John (i. 11.) to ſend the diſcoveries imparted to him 
at this time, collected in a book, to the ſeven Churches in Alia, and to each of them 
diſtinctiy and by name; or that St. John would have called himſelf (i. 9.) their brother 
in the Kingdom and patience of Feſus Chriſt, if any of them had been like the Church of 
Pergamos, encouraging their people to eat things ſacrificed to idols and to commit formca- 
non; or like that of Thyatira, compoſed of reſolute and confirmed Idolaters; or like 
that of Sardis, with very little remains of Chriſtian #fe among them, and that ready 10 
die? We muſt humbly preſume to look upon this as abſolutely unintelligible; and 
the more fo, not only becauſe Idolatry was not the Church: vice of the times we ſpeak 
of, as all Hiſtory evinces, but more ſtrikingly ſtill, becauſe theſe very Churches, 
though ſo unjuſtly blackened by this opinion, were at this very juncture fuffermg for 
their averſion to Idolatry, as St. John's calling them his companions in tribulation (i. g.) 
evinces unanſwerably. With regard to the virtues of the Smyrneans and of thoſe in Phi- 
ladelphin, though we mean not to depreciate them in any degree, yet we beg leave to 
remark, that they are deſcribed to be virtues actually ſhewn, or to be ſhewn, in perſe- 
cutions viſibly different from that they now were under, and in the cafe of the Smyr. 
neans, diſtant full 200 years from theſe times, for ſo many years lapſed undowbredly 
between Domitian and Diocleſian's Perſecutions; and how theſe virtues can with an! 

propriety be given in as ingredients of the proper character of theſe Churches in this 
age, or how any Church, as that in Philadelphia, can be underſtood to ſuffer two dif- 
ferent perſecutions at one and the ſame time, this we confeſs above our comprehenfion. 
After this, what muſt we think of the Epbeſine Church having its candleſtick rtmovtt; 
that of the Smyrneans ſuffering à ten years perſecution ; that in Pergamos, God's pectiliar 
judgment of the Sword; that in Thyatira, the bed of anguiſh, and the faying of her 
members; that in Sardis, Chriſt's coming upon them in all the weight of his reſentment; 
that in Philadelphia, the perſecution of the & J of Satan; and that of the Laodirtans, 
her being ſpurd out of our Lord's wk} iy, we wit think, that theſe trials and 
puniſhments, whether executed by the Roman Powers at home, or by enemies from 
abroad, being deſcribed in terms full frought with deſtruction, and in ſome * 
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of long continuance, cannot poſſibly be underſtood to have been entirely confined to the 
Lydian Aſia, and there reſpectively to thoſe ſingle Cities, and not to have been ex- 
tended to the reſt of the Cities, near as they lay, or to other parts of the Empire. 
We muſt fay much the ſame thing of the triumphs aſcribed to the Church of the 
"Smyrneans, and that in Philadelphia. For to imagine, that the former could obtain 4 
crown of life, a laſting conqueſt over the Heathens, her enemies, though at the time 
Maſters of the Empire; and that the latter could be ſo proſperous in her ſtruggles with 
thoſe ſame enemies, as to ſee them forced to come and worſhip before their feet, without 
their neighbours, nay the whole Chriſtian Church being concerned in the conteſt, 
and ſharing in the ſucceſs of it; all this, beſides being unſupported by any kind of 
Hiſtory, diſplays with all circumſtances ſo inconſiſtent with — ſuffering ſtate of the 
Chriſtian Church at this juncture, and for full two hundred years downwards, that we 
mult leave it to be adjuſted by thoſe of better abilities than ourſelves. This only we 
preſume to ſay, that whatever light we view the character of the Epiſtolary Churches 
in, it ſeems to us almoſt impoſſible not to diſcover, at one caſt of the eye, the man 
unſurmountable difficulties we muſt unavoidably ſubject ourſelves to, ſhould we ſuppo 
the Churches meant to be thoſe ſeven of Aſia, to which St. John ſent his Revelations. 
There is a third circumſtance, that calls for our attention in this matter, that namely 
which concerns the ConTinvaxce of the Epiſtolary Churches. For, if in the cloſe of 
each diſtinct Epiſtle we meet with aſſurances to each Church in particular, that ſuch of 
her community, as in the end (ii. 26.) at the coming of Chriſt's Kingdom in Glory, 
through the full eſtabliſhment of the Goſpel, ſhall be found to have overcome the vices 
of their times, or the dangers of their trials, may depend upon enjoying in that bleſſed 
ſtate the reality of the advantages they vainly ſought for in their preſent conduct, to- 
gether with a ſuitable reward of thei If-denials and fortitude; then is it clear, that 
the Epiſtolary Churches were to laſt till the triumphant ſtate of the Church, in the glo- 
rious Millennium, came to be ſettled; and of courſe, that the ſeven Churches in Aſia, 
in caſe they are the Churches meant in the Epiſtles, muſt at this time be exiſting, and 
in ſuch a ſituation, as may give us juſt room to believe they may hold out for the two 
hundred and ſixty years ſtill remaining, before the kingdoms of this world become 
the Kingdoms of our Lord and his Chriſt, Such unquelti ly is the conſequence 
25 muſt draw from the particulars premiſed ; and if ſo, this further inference forces it- 
elf upon us whether we will or no, even this, that the ſeven Churches in Aſia cannot 
be the Churches of the Epiſtles, inaſmuch as from the accounts of the Rev. Mr. 
Smith .and others it appears inconteſtably, that four of thoſe Churches are no more 
(thoſe: of Epheſus, Thyatira, Sardis, and Laodicea) whilſt we are well able to judge of 
the three remaining (thoſe of Smyrna, Pergamos, and Philadelphia) that being under the 
yoke of the capricious cruel Turk, and in an Empire ſubject to contmual incurſions, 
local inſurrections, and provincial revolts, nothing can poſſibly be more precarious (all 
Divine Interpoſition alike) than. their continuance to the time prefixed, eſpecially, if 
about that time (Dan. xi. 44.) /idings out of the Eaft and out of the Wyſt fhall trouble 
the Othman Chief, and be ſhall go forth with great fury to deftroy, and utterly to make 


ff „een 
In fine, if on a fair compariſon of the contents of the ſeven Epiſtles with thoſe of 
the ſeal, trumpet, and vial Predictions, we may diſcover a notable Coxxes?oxDENCE 
between both, and, in ſome inſtances a declared one, inſomuch that the events of the 
latter may be truly ſaid to be the proper accompliſhment of the threats of the former; 
then ĩt is clear as the noon-day, that the Epiſtles cannot poſlibly be underſtood to treat 
of the ſeven Churches in Aſia, but muſt be admitted directly to relate to the 
Chriſtian Church within, the Roman Empire, conſidered in whole or in part. Let us 
ſee how the matter ſtands. 132 Stk tlic | 2 | + 
he 
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The caſes of the Fphefine and Smyrnearn Churches, the former (ii. f.) threatned with 
diſper/ien, the latter (ii. 10.) forewarned of an approaching ten years Perſecution, but to 
be followed by a triumph, theſe bear ſo clear a reference, the one to the grievous de- 
ſolations of the four firſt ſea] Prophecies, and the other to the Perſecution and Con- 
queſt of the two laſt, that it would deſerve cenſure: to enlarge upon inſtances fo very 
plain as theſe are. Nor need we be more copious in reſpect to the Church in Pergamos, 
as her ſituation in the Veſt by clear deſcription (ii. 13.) and the threat of the Sword 
(ü. 16.) added thereto,” are circumſtances evidently correſpondent: to the irruptions of 
the ſecond and third Trumpets, and to the convulſions of the fourth, and to theſe viſi- 
tations peculiarly, as they are expreſsly fixt, to the third, and therefore to the Euro- 
pean Yeftern part of the Empire. But the account of the Church in Thyatira, as we 
meet with it in the fourth Epiſtle, this containing many more particulars to our pre- 
ſeat purpoſe, than occur in the former inſtances, it will be well worth our while to 
attend to it with greater peculiarity. ' Accordingly be it obſerved, - that our Lord's 
intenſe anger 1s made known to us by repreſenting (ii. 18.) his Eyes like unto a flame of 
Fre and his feet like fine braſs, burning in a furnace, as the viſion (i. 15.) has it. We are 
next made acquainted, as well with the cauſe of this extreme reſentment, as with the 
ways in which that cauſe was made to take place: With the former, in deſcribing the 
depth of Jdolatry the Church was now ſinking into; with the latter, in ſpecifying the 
Agent that gave birth to, or confirmed this ' ſhocking iniquity ; an Agent, called 
Fezebel and a Propheteſs, and whoſe followers are ſtiled her children, and ſhe therefore 
their mother. In fine, the Epiſtle ſpecifies very expreſsly the double puniſhment to be 
inflicted, that namely of the ved of anguiſh and tribulation firſt, and afterwards that of 
death and deſtruction. Such are the circumſtances obſervable in the Epiſtle, and theſe 
upon inſpecting the next, the fifth and ſixth trumpet Predictions, and the appendages 
to the laſt, will be found anſwered there by ſuch others, as are moſt ſuitable to, and in 
more than one inſtance the ſame with them. Thus are we told of the Chriſtians, on 
whom Judgment ſhould now be exerciſed, in the one caſe (ix. 4.) that they had not 
the Seal of God in their forebeads (which is the ſame with being Idolaters) and in the 
other (ix. 20.) that they worſhipped Devils and Idols of gold and filver and braſs and 
ſtone and wood. Thus again, beſides indicating, in the /wo'viſttations of the Locufts 
and the Euphratean horſemen, the two different ways in which Providence deſigned to 
puniſh this ſhocking iniquity of his Church, theſe Prophecies declare very expreſsly, 
with regard to the fit invaders, the Locuſts (ix. 5, 6.) that they ſhould not kill, but that 
they ſhould torment, as Scorpions, when they ſtrike men; and torment to that degree, that 
in thoſe days men ſhould ſeek death and ſhould not find it, and ſhould defire to die, and death 
ſhould flee from them; and with regard to the latter, the Euphratean horſemen (ix. 15, 
18, 20.) that they were prepared to flay the third part of men; that by the fre, ſmoke and 
brimſtone, which iſſued out of their mouths, the third part of men ſhould be killed; and that 
the reſt of the men, which were not killed by theſe plagues, yet repented not of the works of 
their hands, that they ſhould not worſhip devils. As clearly are we taught in the ap- 
pendage to the ſixth Trumpet (xi. 2, 7.) that within the period of that Trumpet and 
the preceding one, there ſnould appear a zealous Patron of Idolatry, who after having 
been inſtrumental in giving the outcourt of the Temple, or Church A God] tothe Gentiles, 
or paganizing Chriſtians, ſhould make war with, overcome, and kill by proſcriptions all 
thoſe, who by witneſſing the truth ſhould dare to oppoſe his meaſures ; and this Patron 
of iniquity, who goes under the name of the beaſt, we learn from other parts af the 
book (xvii. 1, 5.) carried a woman; ſtiled a great whore; ſtiled the mother of harlots 
and abominations of the Earth; ſtiling (xviii. 7.) herſelf a Queen, and having an under- 
agent (X11. 11.) a vicegerent to the Leaſt, that carries her, who is expreſsly called r 


falſe Prophet (xvi. 13. xix. 20. xx. 10.) and whom ſhe certainly never had * 
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be employed, had ſhe not been a /alſe Propbeteſs herſelf. In fine, though the emblem 

of our Lord's Eyes lite unto a flame of fire, in the Epiſto.ary delineation, is for good 

reaſon (even becauſe the Weſtern Empire was to ſufer as well as the Eaſtern by this 

judgment of fire) changed in the Prophecy (x. 1.) into this other of his face or coun- 
tenance, being as it were the Sun (ſhining in his ſcorching ſtrength, as the noted viſion at 

the head of the book (i. 16.) more fully ſtates it) yet his feet, we may obſerve (x. 1.) 

are ſaid to have been as pillars of fire, which is the ſame with that in the Epiſtle and 

Viſion, of his feet being lite fine braſs, as if they burned in a furnace. This laſt parti- 

cular therefore clearly uniting with the reſt that precede it, muſt be allowed, jointly 

with them, to evince in the moſt irreſiſtible manner the connexion of the fourth Epiſtle 

with the two laſt trumpet Predictions and their appendages : Beſides which, this too 

muſt be admitted here in reſpect to this laſt circumſtance of deſcription, that in virtue 

thereof the Chapter (x. 1.) where it occurs, with its contents of the Open book, the Seven 

thunders, and ſo on, are (contrary to what has hitherto been thought) to be conſidered 

henceforward, as directly relative to the Euphratean horſemen and their proceedings, 

But not to digreſs. Of the Church in Sardis, the next in order (iii. 1---4.) we are told 
in the fifth Epiſtle, that notwithſtanding the high character ſhe bore in the world, ſhe 

was dead in part, and ſcarce alive in reſpe& to what remained: That yet even in this cor- 

rupted Church, within her juriſdiction, there were a few names, that had not defiled their 

garments. with Idolatry, who ſhould walk with Chriſt in white, for they were worthy : In 
fine, that /uddex and unempected Judgments ſhould by our Lord's direction be made to 

overtake her. And pray what do we read of the Beaſt, the Roman Papal Beaſt, and of 

his City, both of them the Objects of the laſt ſeries of divine viſitations, that of the 

Vials namely? Why it is faid (xi. 7. xvii. 8.) that the beaſt aſcendeth out of the bot- 

tomleſs pit, or hell, (the conſtant meaning of that phraſe in this book) and goeth inte 

perdition; that the Dragon (xiii, 1-10.) or Satan, gave him bis power, and his ſeat, and 
great authority; that he openeth his mouth in blaſphemy againſt God, to blaſpheme bis name, 
and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in Heaven; that they that worſbip him, worſhip 

the Dragon allo, and are they, whoſe names are not written in the book of life, and who 

(xiv. 10.) ſhall be tormented with fire and brimſtone in the preſence of the holy Angels, and 

in the preſence of the Lamb: In fine, that his City (xi. 8.) his great City, his Church 

and ſpiritual Empire, is a tyrannical Egypt, an iniquitous Sodom, a murderous. Feru- 

falem, an idolatrous Babylon (xvii. 5.) the very Jezebel of the foregoing, and the 
Synagogue of Satan, of the enſuing Epiſtle. It 1s after this declared (xiv. 1---5.) im- 

mediately upon the deſcription of the beaſt and his armour-bearer, and in direct oppo- 

fition to him and his Church, that there were then, and unqueſtionably within his 

juriſdiction, as out of it they could have done him no prejudice (not to ſay, that they 
were at the time attacked by the beaſt) harpers, harping a new ſong; that theſe were 

net defiled with women, for they are virgins; that theſe are they that follow, not the beaſt, 

but the Lamb, whitherſoever he goeth, and that indeed they are worthy, ſince in their 

mouth, as true Iſraelites (John i. 4.) there was faund no guile, being without fault before 

ihe throne of Cd. Laſtly, as the four firſt Vials (xvi. 1---10.) appear in the fifth to 

be followed by the ob/curetion of both the Church and Empire of the beaſt; as theſe 

Vials and the reſt of them are not poured out by fiery mountains, or wandering ſtars, 

or locuſts, or horſemen, as in the trumpet Judgments, but by ſpecial Angels ſent 

from Heaven; and as they began to be poured out at the very riſe of the beaſt, and 

operated in effects not poſſible to be foreſeen, it is as needleſs to add any thing to ſhew 

how exactly theſe particulars tally with the threat of the Epiſtle before us, as we 

thought it ſuperfluous to enlarge upon the other particulars before mentioned. Only 

this one cannot help declaring on this occaſion, that if they, who from this ſtate of 

the matter fully perceive the deteſtable * of the Roman Communion, and the 
| imminent 
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imminent hazard of Salvation run in it, can yet after this either continue in that Com- 


munion, or go over to it, they muſt have loſt all ſenſe of right and wrong, and have 
diſcarded the belief of a God and future Judgment, fuch as our Scriptures repreſent. 
But to go on to the Church in Philadelphia, the ſixth of the Series, we obſerve, that 
the Epiſtle addrefſed to it (ill. 7, 13.) ſpecifies theſe three following particulars. 
Firſt, that though ſhe had but little ftrength, yet did ſhe keep the word of Chriſt, and 
did not deny his name, or authority; next, that in conſideration of ſuch her fidelity and 
ſteadineſs, our Lord would ſet before her an open door, which no man could ſhut ; in fine, 
that our Lord would make them of the Synagogue of Satan, which ſay they are Fews, and 
are not, but do lie, to come and worſhip before her feet, and know, that he had loved her. 
And can any informations anſwer theſe circumſtantials better, than thoſe we meet with 
both in the fifth vial Prophecy, and in the parallel deſcription of God's true Church in 
the fourteenth Chapter? The Prophecy, it is certain, acquaints us (xvi. 10, 11.) that 
the throne (Iov©>) of the beaſt, or his ſovercign authority, was at this time ſtruck at and 
deeply wounded ; that in conſequence thereof his kingdom became full of darkneſs, full 
of diſtricts, his Sun did not ſhine upon (as in the fourth trumpet Viſitation, viii. 12.) 
and that tor rage his followers gnawed their tongues and- blaſphemed the God of Heaven : 
Whilf in the parallel account of God's true Church (xiv. 6, 12.) we ſee, immediately 
after the mention of the undefiled tribe, (of which under the foregoing Epiſtle) three 
ſeveral Angels, or extraordinary Meſſengers, employed in preaching up; the fr, the 
fear and worſhip of God, in dire& derogation of the fear and worſhip of the beaſt ; 
the next, the downfall of the great City Babylon (the City of the beaſt, xvii. 18.) becauſe 
of her ſpiritual fornicat##on or Idolatry ; and the 7hird, the preſent and future torments of 
all that worſhip the beaſt and receive his mark. Informations theſe, which clearly teach 
us, that there was at this time, as the preſent Epiſtle declares, and the former has 
already given us to underſtand, a Synagogue of Satan, a falſe, an antichriſtian Church, 


oppoſed to the true one; that, though God's ſervants had but little ftrength, yet durſt 


they maintain, and maintain with conſtancy, the ſupreme Authority of God's Laws, in 
oppoſition to the Authority of the beaſt and his preſcriptions; that à door was indeed 
opened to the honeſt and zealous endeavours of God's ſpecial meſſengers moſt effec- 
tually, as the downfall of the great City, with the proſcription of its Citizens, anſwering 
ro the darkneſs of the kingdom of the beaſt, were the dire& and happy conſequences of 


this important conteſt; in fine, that as this extraordinary ſucceſs unqueſtionably im- 


plies the complete victory of God's ſervants over their Antagoniſts, and as neceſſarily 
proves not barely the predicted /ubmiſſion of the latter to the former actually to have 
taken place, but withall, that this unexpected ſubmiſſion, having cauſed the followers 
of the beaſt for rage 10 gnaw their tongues and blaſpheme the God of Heaven, they muſt 
have known by ſenſible experience, though unwilling to confeſs it, that Chrift bad in- 
deed loved his Church on this remarkable occaſion ; eſpecially if mindfull, at the time, 
of old GamaliePs maxim (Acts v. 38.) that if this counſel, or this work, had been of men, 
it would have come to nought, but as it was of God, they could not overthrow it. And 
need we after this any ſtronger proofs of the juſt correſpondence of the ſixth Epiſtle to 
the Prophecies here conſidered? Or can we want any more evidence, than what has 
been produced under this head, of that Epiſtle belonging to the period of the fifth 
vial Prediction? -The ſeventh and laſt Epiſtle (iii. 14---22.) which is inſcribed to the 
Church of the Laodiccans, after giving our Lord the titles of the faithfull and true 
witneſs, and of the beginning, head, or ruler, of the Creation of God, charges this Church 
with Iukewarmneſs, with wworldlymindedneſs, with ſelf-ſufficiency, and with want of Chri- 
{tian faith and purity; and introduces our Lord firſt threatning to /pue her out of his 
mouth, then counſelling her to buy of him, among other things, white raiment, that fhe 


might be clothed, and that the ſhame of her nakedneſs might not appear, and finally | 
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miſing, in caſe of her hearing bis voice in the diſpenſations of the times, and her 
opening the door for his reception in the re- admiſſion and ſerious obſervance of his 
Laws, that he will come in to her, and will ſup with her in the ſucceſs, he will vouch- 
ſafe her againſt her enemies, and ſbe with him in his own more extenſive ſucceſs againſt 
the ſame enemies, and grant her to fit with him in his throne, and ſhare in his Univerſal 
Government. over all nations, juſt at hand. Now though it might perhaps cauſe no 
ſuſpence or miſtake, were we immediately to proceed to the compariſon of the fore- 
going particulars with thoſe in the two laſt vial Predictions, yet to prevent diſappoint- 
ments, and ſpeak intelligibly upon the ſubject, it will not be improper to note here, 
that as the lait tremendous battle, mentioned in the ſixth vial Prediction, and enlarged 
upon in the cloſe of the nineteenth Chapter, is not to be fought till the ſeventh Vial 
has been poured out, though preparations will be made for it in the ſixth vial Period, 
therefore the two great eyents of the utter deſtruction of Babylon or Rome (xvii, 18.) 
by fire, mentioned in the eighteenth Chapter, and of the ſubſequent campleat reforma- 
tion, or re/urrefion of the Church deſcribed in the former part of the nineteenab 
Chapter, both as antecedent to the great battle, muſt neceſſarily be conſidered as be- 
longing to the ſixth vial Period; and of courſe it muſt be allowed, that if any ex- 
reſſions, occurring in the account of either of theſe events, can be made to ſuit the 
wr of the Epiſtle before us, the reference will be regular at leaſt in point of 
time, and the connexion, thereon founded, unexceptionable in that reſpect. This 
premiſed, we go on with our ſubject, and obſerve, that, as in the Epiſtle, ſo in the 
Narration previous to that of the battle (xix. 11.) our Lord is expreſsly ſtiled faith- 
full and true, and is beſides that deſcribed (xix. 12, 16.) as having on his bead many 
crowns, and on bis veſture and on his thigh the name of King of Kings and Lord of Lords; 
which we take to anſwer well, at leaſt in the preſent inſtance (and another xvii. 14. 
parallel to it) to that other title in the Epiſtle, of the bead, or ruler of the Creation of 
God; eſpecially on recollecting thoſe words of our Prophet in the entrance of this 
work of his (i. 5.) that Chriſt is the Prince of the Kings of the Earth ; and thoſe others 
of the heavenly Choir (v. 12.) worthy is the Lamb, that was ſlain, to receive er, 
and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, and glory, and bleſſing ; both of them 
fully agreeable to thoſe of St. Paul (Epheſ. i. 21.) that God /et Chriſt on his own right 
hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and might and dominion, 
and gave him to be head over all things to the Church. The delinquency of the Laodiceans, 
as next ſtated in the Epiſtle, and recited above, ſeems as clearly conſonant to that no- 
table declaration, we meet with in the parallel deſcription of God's. true Church 
(x1v. 13.) immediately after the preaching of the three angels, ſpoke of under the 
former Epiſtle, Seed are the dead, which die in the faith and favour of the Lord, from 
henceforth, yea ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt from, and put an end to, their labowrs 
and ſufferings, and their works may follow them. into a happy eternity. For if the danger 
of not dying the death of the righteous, was not at this juncture - unuſually. and uni- 
verſally great, why make a difference between the paſt and the preſent? It was always 
a bleſſedneſs to die in the Lord; but in caſe of an increaſe of difficulties beyond former 
times, the bleſſedneſs became tranſcendent. An addition of danger — muſt be 
allowed to have now taken place, that ſo the avoidance of it may appear an extraor- 
dinary bleſſing indeed, worthy to be ranked among the manifold uſefull warnings of 
this Prophecy: And if ſo, then the connexion, we are pleading for, becomes un- 
queſtionable, as among the ſundry evil propenſities of human nature, it is not poſſible 

to aſſign any diſpoſitions more hazardous to the Chriſtian's ſpiritual life and privile 
whether in times of proſperity or tribulation, than thoſe of an univerſal lukewarmneſs, 
ſelf-ſufficiency, attachment to the world, infidelity and corruption, ſo poſitively charged 
on the Laodicean Church in this Epiſtle, In reſpect to the ſubſequent denunciation of 
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our Lord againſt this Church, for her great Kprivity) we remark, that as on one 
hand-itas-readilyundeftood that the threat of ſpuing ber out of bis mouth, neceſſarily 
implies her being cat off by our Lord for a while ſo far, as to ſuffer her, under the 
want of his peculiar and ſteady protection, to ſtruggle hard with the unavoidable and 
hazardous attendants: of her ſituation, and thus to waſte in needfull and repeated ex- 
ertions ſor her ſafety her boaſted-wealzh and ftrength, the proper ſource of all her bad 
diſpoſitions and practices; ſo on the other hand is it equally eaſy to ſee in this inſtance, 
as well as in the-reft, the connexion we have in view, as it is not poſſible to conceive how 
that, without: an extraordinary favourable interpoſition of Heaven, which by the terms 
is exeluded, the drying up of the: Euphrates, 2 great barrier of the kingdom of the 
beaſt, or the ſubſequent paſſage of the Kings of the Eaſt into that kingdom (xvi. 12.) 
or the diſpenſation of the harveſt (xiv. 1416.) or the burning of Rome (xviii. 1-24.) 
or the public judicial proſcription of Idolatry (xi. 11---13. xix. 7. xx. 4.) or the machi- 
nations of the emrfſaries of ibe Dragon, and of the Beaſt, and of the falſe Prophet, carried 
on among the Kings ef the Earth and of the whole world (xvi. 13.) or the final tre- 
mendous battle (xvi. 14. xiv. 17-20. X1x, 14---2t.) ſhould ever take place, and the 
Laodivearis not find themſelves, either by their ſituation or connexions, frequently 
ſubjected to very dangerous truggles, and by thoſe ſtruggles reduced low, as well in 
reſpect of wealth as of power. At leaſt the Epheſine Church, of which above we may 
ſatisfy ourſelves, was, by being expoſed to the four firſt ſeal Judgments, brought down 
fror her worldlymindedneſs and -afluent circumſtances fo, as in her Smyrnean ſtate 
(ü. 9.) to be declared poor in temporals; though rich in ſpirituals. After this our Lord 
counſelling his Laodiceans to buy of him, among other things, tohite raiment, that 
they might be clothed, and that the ſbame of their nakedne/s might- not appear, this circum- 
ſtance fo evidently refers to the times of the fixth Vial, that it would be impertinent to 
do more on this occaſion, than barely recite the double declaration that proves it. 
This namely (xix. 7, 8.) that e the Lambs wife, the Chriſtian Church of the days 
immediately preceding thoſe of the grand battle, was granted, that ſhe ſhould be arrayed 
in ine linen, clean: and white, for the fme linen is the righteouſneſs of ſaints ; and that other, 
belonging exactly to the ſame period (xvi. 15.) Bleſſed is be that watcheth and keepeth 
his garmenis, leſt he walk naked, and they ſee bis ſhame. In fine, not more circumſtantial 
need be our proof in reſpect to the laſt article, the two conditional promiſes made by 
our Lord on this occaſion. For as (beſides a clear alluſion in our Lord's knocking at 


the door and calling, to the Voice of the mighty Angel (xviii. 2, 4.) proclaiming the 


final deſtruction of Babylon, or Rome, an event of this very period) we find the laſt. 
battle (xix. 1/7.) named expreſsly the Supper of the great God; and as the bleſedne/s of 
them, which are called unto the marriage Supper of the Lamb, is as explicitly pronounced, 
we can have no doubt, but that it was to this Supper our Lord had an eye in his pro- 
miſe of his Laodiceans ſupping auth him, if repenting; whilſt: on the other hand thoſe 
fulleſt aſſertions, that God's ſaints ſhall reign: an Rarib (v. lo.) foal reign in the end over 
the nations with a rod of iron (ii. 26, 27.) ball reign with Chriſt, in the undiſturbed pro- 
feſſion of his Religion, 4a thouſund years (xx. 4, 6.) and hereafter for over and ever 
(xx1. g.) theſe mult as readily convince us that God's ſervants fitting auiih Chriſt, in bis 
throne, can at leaſt in the caſe of the Laodicean Church, the laſt in the ſeries of mi- 
litant Churches, have reſpect to no other diſpenſation, than that final one of dignity 
and triumph to follow upon the victory of the laſt battle. h ec Nan Neon 
The point then we had undertaken to make out, that namely of the cloſe, con- 
nexion ſubſiſting between the periods of the ſeven Epiſtles and thoſe of the ſeal, 
trumpet, and vial Judgments; this, it is hoped, has now been ſet forth clearly king 
to ſatisfy the candid-enquirer of the undoubted truth of it. And if fo, we have ſuf- 


ficient grounds ſtill to repeat the inference drawn from che other topicks, ſtated 8 * 
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this head, that the ſeven Epiſtles were intended to inform us of the moral complexion, 
not of ſeven ſingle Aſiatic Churches, cotemporary to each other and of one age, as 
has hitherto been taught, but of the univerſal Church of Chrift, in the ſeven re- 
markable changes of character, ſhe ſhould ſucceſſively put on during the ſeven periods 
of her militant State. Nay, we have room to fay more. We have room to affirm, 
not without ſome degree of confidence, that when this particular, relative to the moral 
character of the Chriſtian Church, is added to what was urged before in ſupport of our 


ſtate of the trials and ſufferings of the ſame Church, and of courſe of the Empire, within 


which it was founded, nothing further can be required to evince, that the fr part of 
our ſyſtem, which gives a view of the militant ſtate of the Chriſtian Church is ſettled on 
its proper grounds, and grounds, which to our underſtanding appear not capable of 
Juſt contradiction. 
As to the ſecond part of our ſyſtem, which relates to the triumphant ſtate of the Chri- 
tian Church here on Earth, this containing nothing beſides St. John's plain declarations, 
arranged RO to the marks of time, he himſelf has fav#ured us with, we have 
nothing to advertiſe the reader of under this head, but to beware of underſtanding zhe 
firſt Reſurrection, ſpoke of in the twentieth Chapter, of a real teſurrection of the 
. Martyrs; on one hand, becauſe this ſuggeſtion is abſolutely inconſiſtent with the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, which ſpeaks but of one reſurreion of the dead, and that a general one; 
and on the other, becauſe, upon comparing the paſſage in queſtion with that other of 
the eleventh Chapter, the eleventh and twelfth Verſes, which under the ſame emblems 
of a reſurrection and a judicial procedure (hinted at alſo xix. 5---8.) treats unqueſtion- 
ably of the advancement of the witneſſes of truth, by public authority, to power and 
great triumph, after having continued in a ſtate of political death, (a ſtate of inacti- 
_ vity and proſcription, in regard to their doctrines) for 1260 years, this notion muſt 
needs appear to be directly contradictory to St. John's own interpretation, and of courſe - 
inadmiſſable on this, as well as the other account. 
And now that it ſhould ſeem we might without preſumption venture to advance, not 
only, that in point of conformity, our ſyſtem is in very truth St. John's own; but that 
it is beſides a ſyſtem never attempted to be drawn up, becauſe not ſeen through before; 
and that by its cloſe adherence, not to private whim, or favourite airy conceptions, but 
to the obvious ſenſe of the Words, and the eſtabliſhed order of the Prophecy itſelf, it 
has hin forth many particulars, hitherto overlooked ; the author entertains very 
ſanguine hopes, that the attention of the inquiſitive" public will be engaged to the 
peruſal, and its generous and unbiaſſed favour to the protection of it: Which, while it 
cannot fail to encourage him to proceed in the New Paraphraſe of the book of Revela- 
tion, he is at preſent employed in; muſt needs at the ſame time furniſh an opportunity 
to many to get acquainted with truths, of which they have ſcarce any, or but ſlender 
knowledge, and which yet it highly concerns them to be fully informed of, that, as hinted 
before, they may be led to fit themſelves in time, manfully and ſucceſsfully to go through 
thoſe. ſevereſt trials, which Prophecy very clearly declares God's Church is: ſtill to be 
ſubjected to, and which, from the preſent ſtate of things,” we have juſt reaſon to ap- 
prehend, ſhe will &'er long be — in, as well in theſe kingdoms, as elſewhere. And 
ſince we are got into this tract of moſt ſerious thoughts, why not, in character, add our 
moſt earneſt wiſhes, that it may pleaſe the Almighty, by the needfull and falutary in- 
fluences of his Holy. Spirit, to enable us to diſcern in the drawn character of the Lao- 
., Biceans, the intended and true copy of our guilty ſelves, that by ſuch ſenſe being pru- 
dently urged to ſet about a ſpeedy and thorough reformation of our manifold delin- 
quency, we may be ſo happy effectually to ſecure to ourſelves, before it be too late, the 
only ſafe and all-powerfult protection of the 5 ather of Mercies ! Amen, and Amen! 8 
. A * 


Setting forth, agreeably to the general deſign and contents of 
Roman Empire, as well in regard to its Moral Character, 
St. John, to the conſummation of all things. | 
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EPIS TL E I | Pie e 


A. D. Chap. In the character of the Epbefine (EÞrowns) or Apoſtolic Church, (like that of Epheſus, 


founded by the Apoſtles, and at this time, like that, ſtill for a while, ſuperin- 
tended by one, and the laſt of the order, St. John namely; though not yet a legal 
conſtitutional part of the Roman City or Empire in its preſent Heathen ſtate, 
and therefore not ſtiled the Church in Epheſus) highly commended for many 
Virtues, Which hitherto had adorned her; but particularly for her exemplary pa- 
tience and conſtancy in the preſent, and in a preceding perſecution, that of Nero namely; 
and not leſs, for her reſolute oppoſition to the Antichriſtian machinations of the Nico- 
laitans (Nuxexairur) the would-be Lords over God's heritage (1 Pet. v. 3.) the BI- 
SHOPS OF RoME (they in this very period, under favour of their Church's and 
St, Peter's claims, already handed about by ſome well-wiſhers to the cauſe, having 
actually attempted, and not without violence, as afterwards more fully (ii. 15.) 
and effectually, to exerciſe Authority over the reſt of the Churches, particularly 
in a matter quite indifferent, the celebration of the Eaſter feſtivity on the day 
obſerved in their Communion); yet cenſured for her love of the world and 


worldly advantages (1 John ii. 15.) to the manifeſt and daily impairment of her 


former peculiar and zealous. love of Religion and its real intereſts (which. is likewiſe 
laid to her charge by Origen and other Eccleſiaſtical writers, and became abun- 


dantly apparent in the ſwarms of ambitious ſectaries, that broke from the Church 


immediately after the death of the Apoſtles) and therefore threatned moſt juſtly 
with the removal of ber candleftick, or religious Aſſemblies, out of their enſuing ſtate 
of general quiet and proſperity, under the Emperors Nerva, Trajan, Adrian, and 


Antonine, into one of continued anxiety and trouble, by the inevitable pon, 


captivity. and numerous deaths of her members, during the next following ſcene of 


various and undiſtinguiſhed woe delineated in the four firſt ſeal Prophecies. 
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Empire continued Heathen. 


| (famed for the/ uſe of the ko) fram the Exp (che nd 

Liens, pointed to by the firſt iving creature, iv. 7.) in conſequence of the Emperor Tra 
85 107.) unproy and fruitleſs irruption into Parthia (he having been qblrged, before h 
eft that deem (A. 116.) to re/tore the Crown to the rightfull owner); kept off indeed fpr a 
while by the Emperor Adrian's well-timed condefcenfions and gratuities,” yet threatened more 
than once, then and in the reign of the Emperor Antonine, and actually entered upon in the 
beginning of Aurelius's reign, and carried on in Armenia, Syria, Cappadocia, and the neigh- 
bouring provinces, thaugh but for four years, yet in the eruelleſt manner: After wbich, fi- 
milar invaſions were renewed in the days of the Emperor Seyerus (A, 125; and from — 
time forward purſued, with very ſhort intermiſſions, by the Perſians (poſſeſſed of the Parthian 
Kingdom, A, 226.) down to th ia 
the neighbouring ſtates ; who, not ſatisfied, like their predeceflors, with conguermg and quitting, 
proceeded to make real acquiſitions and ſettlements in the Roman Empire; à did alſo their ſuc- 

ceſſors, the Seljukian Turks and the Mogols after them, and laſtly the Qthmans, to this day 
poſſeſſed of many territories formerly belonging to the Parthian Kingdom, poſſeſſed too of the 
Greek Empire, and ſoon to be rallefled (K. 18. xvi. 12.) for a time at leaſt, of great part, 
it 94s. the whoſe, mmm 
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of wild bulls, pointed to by the ſecond living creature, iv. 2.) in the 2 of the Emperor 
Aurelius (armed by the ſenate with the Roman Sword); by Providence deſigned to fate away 


e time (A. 651.) the Saracens became maſters of Perſia and 
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SE 3% Fs 


By the Marcomannic, or German, moſt bloody, Punic-like, Var; from the Nox rx (the land vi. 3, 4. 166—185 


peace, at preſent and for a long continuance, and in the end {fe and exiſtence-itfelf, from the | 


Earth, or Roman Weſtern Empire; as it actually did (viii. 812.) whilſt that Empire was 
p its Ceſarean ſtate; and began again to do * 6—12. = 10.) when it a. buy on — 
] Antichriſtian cemplexien z and ſhall at y do (xir, n at the time o 
3 and vintage, by the | cfeQion (xi, 13.). of the tenth, by fe dent Kingdom, and the 
ſubſequent triump 0 10, 20.) of God's favourite Philadelphians and Laodiceans, the wor- 
ſhippers of Him (Acts xxiv. 14.) ler the way which the Roman Antichriſtian Church is pleaſed 
22 (xiii. 6.) to call hereſy, * Font A 32.33 | 
E A g a #f=- 


By Commodus his /awle/5, direfull reign; from the WzsT (the land of pretended: humanity, pointed to vi. 5 


by the third — iv. 7.) ; vſhered into the ſcene, not only as a 22 Jud t under- 
gone at the time, but very intelligibly, as herein exhibiting à kind of conduct, repeatedly to be imi- 
tated, both by * N (viii. 12.) and Popes 9 8. xvii. 6.); ſure, in conjunctios with other Vi- 
eee dr op final extinction of the whole Empire. 
' F „ 


ced by the reyolts of Severus and Albinus (both born Africans) and by the woefall ravages of the 
Moors in the attendant conteſts between Severus and Niger, another revolter of theſe times; from that 
inftant moſt grievouſiy raging in every part tbe Roman Earth or Empire, for full one hundred years ; 


| in praceſs of time frequently experienced, in every de linquent enemy Nation, hut peeuliatly and full 


up co Joel's deſcription (ii, 32.) when with bis feet, illars of fre (x. 1.) and with many waters 
G 15 J. or Nen, our Lord walked bs h 605 Aer Epi e the * fake, an brimflone 
(ix. 18.) of his Euphratean Meſſetigers, the Turks ; as hereafter the fame ſhall be experienced in theſe 
Weſtern climes, not only when the ſame Euphratean executioners (xvi. 12.) — — perhaps, or 
brought into action by their brethren of Afric, ſhall with reſolute purpoſe purſue | 
of their appointed taſk (xviii. 8.) but more affectingly fill, when with 4s face ſcorching ile the & 
in his Strength (i. 16. x. 1.) and the ſevord coming out of his mouth (xix. 15.) the ſame great avenger of 
his people ſhall take his courſe againſt the Papal Antichriſtian Kingdom, at the important ſeaſon deter- 


| mined for the final barwef and vintage (xiv. 14 —20.) the unexampled Earthquake (xvi. 18.) the great 
u of temptation (iii. 10.) which ſhall come upon all the world. 


Four inſtances, informing us clearly of the nature of the four wwind (vii. t—3.) to which, for the 
ſeveral purpoſes of the enſuing trumpet and vial Judgments, it was given, by Almighty Providence, 
zo hurt the Roman Empire, both in its Earth and Sea, in its Church and State. 
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is remaining part 


» 6. 180192 


16 le moral Charter of the Chriſtian Church. 


E PIS TL E UI. 


1 A. D. Chap, IN the character of the Church of the 5 (Zpvprarc) or Martyrs (like the 
|: 298335 f. 8—12. Epbeſine, as yet, no conſtitutional part of the Roman City or Empire; though moſt 
| Gi. 11) rertinently denominated, as ſhe is; as well becauſe of the conformity of her mem- 

| | rs, both in goodneſs and conſtancy, to the happy ſufferers of Smyrna (A. 166.) in 

| the days of their Biſhop, the bleſſed martyr Polycarp; as becauſe of this preſent 

'4 period being confeſſedly diſtinguiſhed from very ancient times, as the Era Martyrum, 


the period of Martyrs); praiſed for her being rich in ſpirituals, though poor in reſpect 
to temporals, and therefore providently and thoroughly cured of her former Ephe- 
= - fine worldlymindedneſs; yet forewarned of her impending trials during the ſpace of 
ten years; and promiſed, if unmoved by the 4laſphemous inſinuations of certain falſe 
Chriſtians, arguing for baſe and cowardly compliances ; if fearle/s of the ſufferings to 
be endured, and Faithfull to the truth even unto death; to be favoured with @ crown 
of life, a certain and laſting conqueſt over her enemies, together with the aſſigned 
privilege of the Millennian State (xx, 6.) that of not being hurt by the ſecond death 
or Hell-torments. The whole conſonantly to the fifth and ſixth ſeal Prophecies, 


Ae, During the ſecond Period, that of the ſeventh Seal, and che. fit part 
" of that Period, includin Fa the fix Trumpets 3 or, fince the converfion 
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of the Roman Empire to Chriſtianity, down to its degeneracy into 
1 Antichriſtianiſm; | * 
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ix the character of the Eaſtern Chriſtians, gy hinted at in the fourth Epiſtle 
(ü. 18.). For the Eaſtern Empire being there ſpoke of, under the title of Thyatir 
the corrupter of the ſacred oblations (by ſuffering or encouraging the people on th 
anniverſaries of the Martyrs to offer their gifts upon the altars, placed over thei 

aves or relics); and the Church's works of reformation (11. 19.) being declared t 
— been outdone by her laſt works (thoſe apparent in the deſtruction of relics an 
images under the Emperor Leo and his ſucceſſors); we are by theſe intimation 
f clearly given to underſtand, that the Eaſtern Chriſtians were at this time, and on 
h wards, like the Weſtern, (deſcribed in the next Epiſtle) tainted with ſuperſtition 
= and in the high road to idolatry ; only net ſupported — by eſtabliſhed Laws, o 
4 Church Authority, And this is no more, than what (not to mention other inſtances 
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Var the pompous tranſlation of the relics of the martyr Babylas, in the Emperor Ju- 
* lian's reign, proves irrefragably to be true; and of courſe to have been the 
34 cauſe of their preſent ſufferings, as related in the firſt Trumpet and the introduc 


25 tion to it. 


The Trials and Sufferings of 22 Chriſtian Church in thoſe of 16 


the Empire. 


p | SEAL v. 
| 


| F - 
By Diocleſian's ten general and moſt bloody Perſecution ; after a further, but Port ſtruggle Chap. A. D. 

under the next Seal, to be followed by proper vengeance on the dwellers on the Barth, the enemy vi. 9, 11. 303=313 
rtulers and poſſeſſors of the Empire. | 124 


SEAL VI. 


By the differences and cont2//s between the Emperors Conſtantine and Licinius, attended with vi. 12-17. 314324 
Bloedfbed and Perſecution ; yet ending in the ſubverſion of the Heathen Government, and the 
legal gabliſbment of the Chriſtian Church, within the Roman Empire; the laſt incident under 
{ - favour of a ſhort interval of peace; to be improved, after a long courſe of trouble, into a com- vii. 1-8. 325=335 
f pleat triumph over all enemies in the bleſſed Millennium. i917 
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A, During the ſecond Period, that of the ſeventh Seal, and the finſt part 

— . of that Period, including the 25 Trumpets; or, fince the converfion 

te Roman Empire to Chriſtianity, down to its degeneracy into 
Antichriſtianiſm; B 


IN THE EAST. 


{ By ſome intraductory diſturbances, conſequential to a Synod held at Jeruſalem, immediately after viii. 1-6. 335 
a the conſecration of the Temple of that City, durin 7 half an bour, or 2 week” , — 335337 


| TRUMPET I. 
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Zy the hail and fire, the conteſts and proſcriptions, that 
Empire ; to the ſignal injury of the trees and green graſs, the Church Governors and 


Weir people; and theſe jntermixt with the vexation and bloodfied of the perſecution, then carried 
F on for a while by Julian the Apoſtate, in favour of Heatheniſcm, n 18 * 
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A. D. Chap, In the character of H Church in Pergamos (Negyapo) the now exalted Roman City o or 
252 fl. 125. Empire, and peculiarly in the Exyopean part of that Empire ; (that part, where Satan's 
throne, or peg! of Authority, in the thes ſenate, {till ſubſiſted for a ſhort time 

(xii. 12.) ; and where Sz. Gul, once a zealous Jeu, and as ſuch, a very Antipas 

(Arrirat) by being contrary to all men, 2 Theſſ. ii. 15. (4 adverſus omnes alias boſtile 

adium, as Tacitus in his character of the Jews may be ſaid to tranſlate it) was for- 

. merly Lain, (in the days of Nero namely) and thereby proved, in the moſt unequi- 

—_ terms, a faithfull witneſs of the nt Jeſus); for her preſent open encourage- 

ment of Balaamiſin, in the ſuperſtitions and ſubſequent Idolatrous practices of ſome, 

5 with regard to Sainte, their Relics and Images; and for her Nicolaitiſm, in the inſa- 
j tiable and Antichriſtian thirſt of others after ſpiritual Lordſhip over God's beritage , 
4 threatened, notwithſtanding her former good 


qualities, with be B44 iwo edęed fepord 
* of War; the ſword iſſuing forth out of the mautb (i. 16. xix. 15, 2 1.) and eee 
5 | | under. the inunediate = abſolute - direFion, of the Great Immanuel, and which at 


this juncture was abundantly made fat with blood and fatueſs, by the ſeveral Viſita- 
tions 2 the n third, = fourth Trumpet Predictions. 


I An Interval of e, with ſundry advantages, enjoyed by the Weſtern Church a 
1 bd this time; 4 8 given ber ney an meager, cxj in-which Erich repented not, 28 
F the next Epiltte (ii. 2 1.) is aſſerted moſt truly, oonſidering 2 ſubſe- 
= duent conteſts about r * the PANE bf the YR a6 the 
7 Sovereigns of the Gallic Empire. } 
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e Empire, 


IN THE WES r. 
. TRUMPET II. 


profane writers) out of their territories on the North, the fatal North of the ſecond Seal, and viii. 8, 9. 376-439 
the North of the Danube; into the Sea or collection of States and Kingdoms making up the 

third or European part of the Roman Empire ; after a moſt bloody progreſs, obtaining finally a 

ſettlement therein, to the inevitable death and certain ruin of many, that {ved in Sovereignty 

before, as well as to the utter de/truion of many political Ships, or powerfull communities, 

within the reach of their irreſiſtible impreſſions, as Rome may teſtify. 


| By the forcible ale. of the whole Viſgothic Nation (reſembled to a burning mountain even by Chap, A. D. 
| 


| | TRUMPET i. 
b | 


By Attila's deſcent from his Heaven of rule; and like a wandering Star, or fiery lamp-like Meteor viii.10,11 440454 

| (a favourite emblem of his) cauſing at laſt, and again from the North and the banks of the | 
| anube, moſt bitter devaſtation and hier, as he went; but eſpecially in the rivers and ſprings 
F water, the Provinces and Cities of Gaul and * belonging to the ſame third, or Euro- 


pean part of the Roman Empire; Rome, through Pope Leo's eloquence, narrowly eſcaping 
the barbarian's further ravages. | 


| TRUMPET IV. 


By the ſmiting or aſſaſſination (xiii. 3, 12, 14.) of the Emperor Valentinian III. the political viii. 12. 455—622 
Sun of the Y/eftern Empire; avowedly inducing the total extinfiom of that Empire, as well | 
with reſpect to Moon as Sun, to Church as State, through the rancorous conteſts among that 
Emperor's Succeſſors; the dreadfull irruptions of many barbarous (heathen or Arrian) Nations 


| from the South and every other quarter; and the ſundry important revolutions, in all parts of 


the Empire, enſuing thereupon ; much in the way of the third and fourth ſeal Deſcriptions, 


and neceſſarily productive of like dolefull effects, as Rome again may amply teſtify. 


An Interval of proſperity in the Eaſt, between this and the next * Period, diſtin- viii. 13. 622637 
— however with ſufficient intimationt of the approach of the three ſubſequent ſevereſt 


ves, viz, in Mohammed's hoſtile proceedings in Arabia; the tranſactions of the Greek 
Emperors with the Turks during their conteſts in Perſia; and the- Papal uſurpations in 
the Weſt, in virtue of the See's Univerſal pretended Epiſcopacy, though pronounced Au- 
tichriſtian, but juſt before, by Pope Gregory the Great. | 
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A. D. Chap. In the character of the Church in 7 byatira —— the gift-corrupting Roman Cir 


739—8421.18--29. 
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or Empire; the Weſtern part of which, for her confirmed 1dolatry, and the depth 
her Satanic wickedneſſes, is threatened with a bed of torment and great tribulation, 


(actually ſpread for her, by the African Saracens, in Spain A. 713, and in Sardinia - 


A. 722.) and in procefs of time with 4% of life by the Tartar, Hunnic Nations 
.. (in. very truth commencing towards her their appointed murderous Miniſtry, A. 1095; 
during the cr0;/ades, or Holy Wars.) Whilſt the Eaſtern part is given to underſtand, 


that if for all her original and at moſt commendable diſpoſitions, in reſpect to 
faith and practice 2 for al che zealous endeavours If Gods witneſſes pls 
her right (xi. 3.) ſhe ſhould chuſe to follow the advice and example of her Siſter of 
Rome, and lower her relation to her into that of her obſervant child and daughter, 
though a meer Jezabel, a vaunting imperious Queen (xviii. 7.) the mother of harlots 
and abominations of the Earth (xvii. 5.); ſhe muſt expect to ſhare in the laſt men- 
tioned ſevereſt Viſitation more fully, than becauſe of her innocence ſhe had done or 


did ſtill in the 5ſt; (a threat begun to be executed, from the year 1039, by the 
- Sehukians, purſued by the Mogels, and finally accompliſhed in the fulleft meaſure by 


the Othmans, to this day Sovereigns of the Greek Empire) all others, happily 


 eleay of the fatal inſeftion of the times, whether in Eaſt or In gi, and in that reſpect 


belonging to the two candleſticks, that ſtand = _ the God of the Earth (xi. 4.) being 
ole 


_ encouraged to perſevere in their good purpoſes to the laſt, under the ſolemneſt pro- 


miſes of occaſional relief and final conqueſt over their enemies, as in the caſe of the 
Smyrnean and Philadelphian ſufferers. The whole in conformity to the fifth and ſixth 


trumpet Predictions, and the appendages of the latter. 


N 


. During the ſecond part of the. ſecond Period, that namely of the 
400 ſeventh Trumpet, mcluding the ſeven Vials ; or, fince the degeneracy 
of the Roman Empire into rank Antichriſtianiſm. 


The Trials and Sufferings of the Chriſtian Church in thoſe of 18 
the Empire, 


IN EAST AND WEST BOTH. 


2 | TRUMPET v. 
| By the woefull irruption of thoſe invulnerable Lacuſte, the Arabian Saracens, the brood of Mo- Chap. A. D. 
hammedan Smoke, or impoſture ; from the Eaft and into the Eaftern 2 of the Empire; de- ix. 1-11. 632-782 
ſigned by Providence, not to fill, after the manner of their predeceſſors, the Parthians of the 
firſt Seal, or of their Suceeſſors, the Turks of the next Trumpet; but only to torment, Scorpion 
| Hike; as they plentifully did in different grievous ways, but moſt affectingly, when after having 
ſubjugated many of its richeſt Provinces, they at laſt rendered the whole Empire tributary to 
their Khalifs; in the days of the Empreſs Irene, that famed Patroneſs of Idolatry; juſt five 
months, or 150 years, ſince their firſt incurſion : The whole in prelude to fimilar evils, ſoon to 
be effected in the Veſt by their brethren of Afric ; of whom, on their ſettling in Spain, the Me- 
diterranean andi, and Italy (A. 843.) it is remarked, among other oppreſſive inſtances of 
ſucceſs, that like thoſe of the Ea, in the caſe of the Empreſs — they found means at laſt 
(A. 877.) to force the Pope (John viii.) to agree to an annual tribute, in order to ſave Rome from 
utter ruin, and at the ſame time to ſecure a ſafe and hoſpitable retreat for the Biſhops and 
Clergy, now every where 2 out of their abodes, and reduced to penury, as the Pope him- 
0 ſelf relates it in one of his Epiſtles. | 
By th d „ feb} the wth . i ) of the E 87—843 
Y the impairment an u er, the exhauſtin ing up (xvi. 12. u- ix. 14-21, 
phraſean Saracen Este z to make way for, and in releaſe of the four, pl re/trifted, Angels or "OP 
777 of God's wrath; the four Tartar, Hunnic Nations; the I beyles, Seljukians, 
and Othmans; by this expedient made ready, in puniſhment of men's ob/{inate and general pur- 


| ſuit of [delatry, to execute their appointed murderous cruelties, in the three parts of the then 

known world; by the three deſtructive implements of fire, /moking. liquids, and brim/toxe or 
' gunpowder; during a. period of ſeven thunders, cotemporary with that of the ſeventh Trumpet, x. 1—11, 
and of courſe with that of the ſeven Yrals. | 


) A N D | : 
By the parallel fixt abliſhment of Idolatry in the Church by Law, the Law of Irene, ſtrengthen- xi. 1-13. 787 
ed by Papal Authority and Statutes, notwithſtanding all oppoſitzon both in Eaſt and Weſty un- REIN 
alterably from this period to continue 1260 Chalde years, or 12424 of ours, down to the year 
. » . . - 
2030; when the Mefliah's Kingdom, then to come with power and great Glory, juſt 2000 
years fince the publication of its Laws by our Lord's Miniſtry, ſhall utterly deſtroy both it and 


its abetters, 
. — 


, During the ſecond part of the ſecond Period, that namely of the 
| ſeventh Trumpet, including the ſeven Vials; or, fince the degeneracy 
of the Roman Empire into rank Antichriſtianiſm ; 


IN A SUMMARY WAY. 


By a courſe of ſevere Judgments on the Roman Papal Antichriſtian Empire; in effects anſwerable xi. 15-19. 843-2155 
to lightnings, voices, thundrings, earthquakes, and a great hail (xvi. 17-21.) to the utter deſtruc- ; 
tion of that Empire, and the final full eſtabliſhment of Chriſt's Kingdom of Grace in the uni- 
verſal prevalency of pure, ſpiritual Chriſtianity: And theſe Judgments immediately to ſucceed 
that other important ſeries of Events, which beginning at the time, when the woman, clothed with xii.1--14. 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs (pure Religion in her Chriſtian garb) was, (at the end of her nine months 
of thirty days, or 270 days pregnancy from our Lord's aſcenſion, and therefore, A. 203.) by rea- 
ſon of Diocleſian's devices againſt her, pained to be delivered, and actually delivered, A. 306. (after 
three days hard and dangerous labour) of her Man-child, Conſtantine the Great, the firſt Chriſtian 
Emperor ; thence reaches down to the moſt remarkable of all the perſecutions ſhe ſuffered during 
this interval, her late (A. 842.) expulſion by Law, out of the Eaft into the ¶Haſtern wilderneſs, and 
into her place there, the Provinces of Dauphiny and Piedmont, parts of the two wings, the two 


King'oms of Lotharingia and Italy, then belonging to the Great Eagle, the Emperor Lotharius. 
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The moral Character of the Chriſtian Church. 


\ 


EPISTLE V. 


A. D. Chap, IN the character of the Church in Sardis, the opulent, luxurious, debauched, Weſtern 


843-1414 i. 1-6, 


Roman City or Empire (now aſcending out of the bottomleſs pit (xi. 7.) to its full 
eſtabliſhment in the hands of the Popes, the rich, the worldlyminded Crceſuſfes of 


theſe days) threatened, whilſt not yet caſt off, with ſudden and unexpeFed Judgments, 
_ (thoſe peculiarly, which the four firſt vial denunciations with the introduction to 


them recite) in reward, as well as in evidence of her being, in reſpec to the Goſpel- 


Excellencies of a ſound faith and righteous practice, for the moſt part devoid of 
true life, and in a manner dead, whatever pompous names, expreſſive of the con- 
trary, ſhe might aſſume or be flattered with; though, in regard to her members, 
not without a ſnall remains, even in her, and within her juriſdiction, of ſome unde- 
Jed worſhippers, by their melodious harpings (xiv. 1---5.) ſure in time to triumph 


and prevail over her, under the all-powerfull protection of Him, they wall withy 
and follow faithfully, whither/ſoever be goetb. : 
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The Trials and 8 


MORE DISTINCTLY. 


By the introductory floodlike dreadfull irruption of the Normans into Gaul, and particularly into Chap, 4. P. 
the parts of it bordering on the retreat of pure Religion; which, thou h theſe cruel ravagers xXil.15-17, 843 = g12 
were at laſt, after about ſeventy years uninterrupted bloodſhed and deſtruction, ſwallowed up 
by the Gallic Earth or Church, converted to the faith, and ſettled in that Kingdom, yet 
through its ruinous effects, indubitably led the way, as to the defiru#ion of the Gallic Empire, 
in the diſmembrement of Italy and Germany cherefrom, ſo more particularly, and conſe- 
uentiall 
| 9 To 5 riſe and advancement of the Roman, Papal, Antichriftian, ten-horned Beaſt, or dominion xiii. 1-10. 
(Dan. ii. 41. vii. 7, 8, 20, 24.) out of the ſaid Gallic Sa or Empire, which it had made a 
part of, ever ſince the days of Pipin (A. 755.)=to an independent ſovereign Sway in the City 
of Rome, and a like ſovereign ſpiritual Juriſdiftion over the then (and not till then) ten 
Kingdoms of France, England, Leon, Scotland, Navarre, Arles, Sclavonia, Burgunay, Italy, and 
Germany; ſince that indeed ſubjected to various changes and alterations, but firſt or laſt always 
8 as to the number of ſubject States, and preſerved to this day, in the Kingdoms of 
rance, Portugal, Spain, Sardinia, Sicily, Naples, Hungary, Bohemia, Poland, and Germany : The 
whole of this Papal Government to be forwarded and 8 by the Operations of à two- xijj, 11 
horned Beaft or Dominion; a beaſt produced not out of the Sea or Empire, like the former, but ,g. 
dur 4 the Earth, the Roman Church, under the direction of her head, the. Popes; and 4 beaſt 
ſtanding confeſſed in the Power, and ab/olute Sway exerciſed by the Papal Legates, the expres 
images of their Lords the Popes, and not leſs ſenfibly and truly, their genuine Armour-braver:, 
as is kindly pleaſed to ſtile them; yet both Beaſts, or ſovereign Juriſdictions, ſoon to 
be peed by the harmonious harpings of the wndefiled Yirgin tribe in the H7lderneſs, and their xiv, 1-20. 
bleſſed followers elſewhere ; however hazardous their undertakings, during this interval of de- 
termined and unrelenting wrath. 1 xv. 1-8. 
| f f N VI A L 1 | | 2 
By the Univerſal abandoned wickedneſs of the whole body of the Clergy, from the higheſt, the vi. 2. g12—109z 
. Papal, to the loweſt order of them; followed by that grievous, noiſeme Ulcer, that of Clerical 
Celibacy, now violently enforced, and fully ſettled in the Roman Earth or Church a circum- n 51th adn 
ſtance worth attending to, as abundantly juſtifying our ſacred Author, in his aſſigning to that | 
Church fon 8.) among other not leſs honourable titles of it, that moſt ſhocking. and yet true 


one, of 1 f | 
By the holy Wars, of Croifades, deviſed and encouraged by the Popes, notivithſfanding be l. 
the ars, or Croiſades, deviſed and encourage the Popes, notwit 7 e- xvi. 4. 1 
vitable 100 of all political mation, warmth, and $6664. 25 through the certain depopulation and SIO 
"by of all the European States, within the Papal Sea or Empire; an evil officiouſly ſought 
| for from the Eaſt, and from the Parthians of the firſt Seal, or rather their Succeſſors, the Sa 
racens and Turks of the fifth and fixth Trumpets, much to the praiſe of the Roman Pontiffs, 
| thoſe worthy Vicars of Chriſt, at this time unfortunately frantick like their followers, or dia- 
bolically knaviſh, at the expence of their blood. 
ee . VIAL III. 
| By the contentions of the Guelph and Gibeline, the Imperial and Papal, factions; in the rivers xvi. 4, 7. 12341177 
and ſprings of water, the Provinces and Cities of Germany and Italy; ſuffered by Providence 
to prove 3 furious and bloody, in reward of the moſt ſhocking cruelties, lately (1198) 
exerciſed by the Fope's Legates, againſt the Albigenſes, members of the wndefiled Virgin-tribe. 
And this we may account another evil, unneceſſarily brought on by the Popes, and as appears, 
| moſt fatally fetched from the North, and the very nations of the 1E league under the 
ſecond Seal. So thoughtleſs is . So _ to catch a fall, where it looks for a riſe 
A IV. 
By the grand Schiſm of the t, in the Roman Church, and the conſequent Competition, and xvi. 8, 9. 178—1414 
ſovereign Solar rule, of ſeveral cotemporary Popes ; through the fire of their reciprocal ex- 
communications and interdicts, ſcorching the Nations within their reach, and cauſing manifold 
deſtructive evils among them; occurrences, in cauſe and effect, ſo much like thoſe of the third 
and fourth Seals, and of the fourth Trumpet, that it is not eaſy to overlook the correſpondence, 
nor yet the ſtated rule of Providence in its actings towards Churches and Nations, when ia 
i their laſt ſtage of ſufferance, and on the _ of rejection. 1G 
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. Chap. Ix the character of the Church in Philadelphia (OadaÞus) the of brotherly love 
oo ii7=13. the Germanic Empire, itſelf within che Hane of the Roman tre FA her 
=_ * | Steadineſs in the cauſe of truth, Gough but of Mile Strength ; and promiſed, for that 
reaſon; to be. ſupported ſo effectually, as at laſt not barely to pet the better in her 
conteſts with the Synagogue of Satan, the nominal falſe Chriſtians of her days, the 
- Papal Antichriſtian powers (as the fifth Vial repreſents) - but to be preſerved in _ 
Superzority, even amidſt the greateſt dangers, which in ſucceeding times ſhe ſhould. be 
expoled to, eſpecially in the great hour of temptation, the laſt decifive trial, at the 
full eſtabliſhment of the Millennium © ae | 
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1600-2155 ii. 14-22. Ix the character of the Church of the Laodiceans (Agodicwn) the deligned avengers of 
| Cod s people, the Reformed Church; not now confined to any particular City or Em- 
pire, but ſettled in different countries, and under different governments; teproved 
for her lukewarmneſs, ſelf-ſufficiency, worlglymindedneſs, and want of true Chriſtian faith | 

* DIM and purity, and on that ſcore threatened with being loathed by, and caft out of the 
44 | all- directing mouth of Him, on whom her ſafety depends, and therefore with a kind | 
| of occaſional. reprobation ,...to. the. certain interruption of the ſtated courſe of  diyine | 
favour towards her, and the no leſs certain waſte (as water. ſpilt ou the ground, 2 . ay | 
xiv. 14.) of all her boaſted wealth and power in the defence of her enzoyments, | 
during the trials of the fixth and ſeventh Vials; all of it imparted; to bring about a 
timely and thorough reformation (ſuch as the Smyrneans were fed to by their Sut- | 
ferings, during their Epheſine condition) and in conſequence thereof to ſecure her 


1 


permanent Felicity in the bleſſings of the Millennian State. 0 f 


The Trials and Sufferings of the Chriſtian Church in thoſe of 


„ 


the Empire. 


4 
' VIAL V. | As 
By the reſolute attack made from the North and the very Marcomannic States, on the Papal throne, Chap. A. D. 
or Sovereignty, in the Council of Conſtance, by John Huſs and Jerom of Prague ; the worthy xvi. 19, |, 414-1600 
diſciples of the bleſſed Wickliff, and the no leſs worthy defenders of the Bohemian faith; at 11. 7 | 
this juncture and in their ſituation (xiv. 6, 7.) the very Angels, flying in the midft of Heaven * . 
with the everlaſting Goſpel; whoſe preaching, though attended with the barbarous burning of 
their bodies at the ſtake, in faithleſs breach of the Emperor's ſafe Conduct, was however im- 
mediately followed, by a darkneſs in the Papal Kingdom ; by a preſent defection of the Bohemuan 
brethren, as they were afterwards called; and at no great diſtance hence, in the days of Luther 
and Calvin, by a fuller and more conſequential defection of ſundry States and Kingdoms, from 


under the Papal Tyranny; to the benefit and ſolace of God's true worſhippers, but the deep, 


( diſtracting anguiſh of the votaries of Rome. | 


5 VIAL VI. 
By a long deſtructive courſe of Mar, which the Imperial houſe of Auſtria (on the ſcore of her xvi. 12. 1616-1759 6 


dignity, ſolemn engagements, ardent zeal, and vaſt extent of territories, the great Euphrates, 

and mighty barrier of the Papal Empire againſt the Othman Chiefs, Natalian Princes, and 4 ; 
Princes ſituated on the Ea of both that River and that Empire) has been engaged in, and. at . == 
laſt ſo far exhauſted by, that in the year 1739 the way of thoſe Euphratean Angels (ix. 14. 17; — = 
the fourth of the fort, appeared to be prepared indeed for their e e and they let hoſe into the _ 
devoted Kingdom, by the unexpected furrender then made of the Province of Servia to their ſo- 

vereign ſway, in purchaſe of a truce for twenty-ſeven years, followed, the year 40, by the 

death of the Emperor Charles VI. the laſt male of his illuſtrious Family, and by a ſeven 

years ruinous War, renewed, A. 56, in another of near equal duration, and full as deſtruc- 

tive to the ſame auguſt Houſe ; whoſe exiſtence, as well as the peace of Europe, ſeem now 

to hang by the ſingle life of the preſent Emperor, not to ſay any thing of the reports, at this & 
time current, concerning the preparations at Conſtantinople. 


By a War ending in the final deſtruction of the City of Rome (xvii. 16. xviii. 1—24.) the ſame wwith) 

| the harveit (xiv. 10.) and to be followed by public thankſgivings and converſions (xix. 1— 6.) 

By a great Earthquake, or national commotions ; cauſing the revival of the witneſſes of truth (xi. 1E 2030—208; 
13.) their triumphs in the binding of Satan or bis favourite Idolatry, by Law, and in Council | 
(xix. 5, 6. xx. 1—6.) the defection of the tenth Kingdom, or Germanic Empire (xi. 13) and 
in theje ways the happy beginning of the Millennium (xi. 2, 3.) To be followed by a general Re- 
formation /rom Popery (xi. 13.) or the new cloathing of the Lamb's wife (xix. 8.) and ber 
coming forth out of 3 retreat (xii. 6, 14.) after having been confined in the wilderneſs and her 
place there, fince the year 842, for a time and times and half a time, 1260 Chalde years or 


4 12421 of ours. j 


Tux emiſſaries of Rome, the unclean, froglite, deviliſh Spirits, out of the mouth of Satan, and of the xvi. 13 20852155 
Pope, director of the Roman Bea/?, or Empire, and of the falſe Prophet, or Papal Leyates, in 16. 
the mean while purſuing their ſanguinary Commiſſions with the Kings and Princes of the whole 
world, in order to engage their aid in a final and deciſive Action, for the recovery of their loſt 


power, 


VIAL VII. 


By the laſt tremendous battle (xix. 15, 17.) anſwering, both to the hour 13 that ſhall xvi. 17— 2155, — 
| come upon all the world (iii. 10.) and to the vintage (xiv. 7. xix. 15.) to be fought without the 21. : : 
limits of the holy City, or Chriſtendom reformed (xiv. 20.) probably in Judea (xiv. 20. 
xvi. 16. Dan. xi. 44, 45.) and determined in favour of God's people; as it is to be followed, 
on one hand, by a very extenſrve and unparallelled Revolution (xi. 18, 19.) fully ſubverſive of the 
Papal Antichriſtian Empire (xiv. 19. xix. 20.) after 1260, or 12424 of our years continu- 


ance (xiii, 5.) ſince its eſtabliſhment in the year 912; and on the other, by a ſevere divine In- 
 terpoſition and Judgment on the ob/inate, like to a Storm of hail (xi. 19.) and as deſtructive. ,., 
4 ; 
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T RIU MPHAN T 
| Of the CHRISTIAN 


On one hand, and with regard to the Church's character and ſituation during 
| this Period, 


After ſome ſcattered hints of the Church in thoſe days proving, from an active 
principle (ii. 11, 26. iii. 10, 11.) abſolutely clear of her former ſtains-of worldly- 
mindedneſs (ii. 4.) ſelf-ſufficiency (ii. 17.) lukewarmneſs (iii. 16.) ſuperſtition 
(it. 14.) idolatry (ii. 24.) and every other Antichriſtian diſpoſition and practice 


(ui. 4, 5. xviii. 11, 


Its being adorned with every pofitive mark of ſound piety (xxii. 4.) and genuine 
righteouſneſs (vii. 9. xix. 8.) which the Almighty by a preſent (vii. 15.) and un- 
interrupted (xxii. 3.) agency on theſe his people and ſons (xxi. 3, 7.) benevolently 
ſtoops to impreſs and preſerve ; 

7 In a State | 

Through its renovation (xxi. 5.) holineſs (xxi. 2.) purity (xxi. 21.) and perfection 
(xxi. 16.) totally void of temptation, from perſonal neceſſities (vii. 16, 17. xxi. 4.) 
or wicked influences (xxi. 27. xxii. 15. | 


| ) 
And full of every mean of knowledge and goodneſs, which 


Not Sun or Moon (xxi. 23.) or candle (xxii. 5.) or any other ſecondary imple- 
rn. | 


But the Original permanent Light of God's Glory (xxi. 23. xxii. 5.) Chriſt, 
the Morning Star (ii. 28. xx11. 16.) and hidden manna (ii. 17.) fountains 
of living water (vii. 17. xxi. 6.) and a tree of life with conſtant healing 
fruits (11. 7. xxii. 2, 14.) can be underſtood to adminiſter, 


To the preſent emolument (ii. 26. iii. 21. v. 10. xx, 6.) and the future end- 
leſs advantage (ii. 11. xxii. f.) of thoſ?, that ſhall be partakers of this 
bleſſedneſs (xx. 6. xxii. 14.). | 
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SPECIFYING 
On the other, and with regard to the Events of this Period, 


Over and above thoſe introductory diſpenſations, of the revival, or figurative reſurrefion Chap. A. D. 
of the witneſſes of truth, in conſequence of the deſtruction of the City of Rome by 21. 1 20302158 
fire; the legal proſcription of Idolatry, and therein the ſeizing upon and binding of * | . 
Satan; the ſubſequent general Reformation; and the final total extinZion of the | 
Papal Antichriſtian Empire in the laſt deciſive battle (all of them recited under the xix. 1— 
ſixth and ſeventh Seals) "os | 
Theſe following ones; | | 
Satan being laid under moſt powerfull and laſting reſtraints, or his being caſt into the xx. 3. 219 300 
bottomleſs pit, and ſbut up and ſealed down there the thouſand years. "2 
God's ſervants reigning with Chriſt in the ſovereign and uninterrupted prevalency of his xx. 4, 6. 
Religion, for the remainder of the thouſand years. 
The Converſion of moſt and many Infidel Nations (xxi. 24-—26.) 


After this 

Satan being loaſed, or the reſtraints, he lay under, taken off for a /1:le Seaſon. xx. 3, 7. 300 

Some enemy- nations, under the names of Gog and Magog, being by Satan's artifices xx. 8, 9 . 
excited to attack the holy City, the Church; but miraculouſly deſtroyed. 

The Devil's power and mighty way, through his favourite Idolatry and wickedneſs, xx. i060. 
being caſt into the lake of fire, or utter deſtruction, there to unite, as before (xiii. 2. 4 
xvi. 13.) with be Beaſt and falſe Prophet, the ſimilar iniquitous Juriſdictions of the 
Pope and his Legates (xix. 20.) all three of them after this in their perſons ſure to 
be tormented day ana night for ever and ever (xiv. 10, 11.) 


The general Reſurrection. XxX. 123. 
The Judgment of the laſt day. Ry XX, 12,15. 
Death and hell in conjunction being removed into the lake of fire, and there changed into xx. 44. 
a ſecond death, a ſecond ſtate of puniſhment for wickedneſs profeſſed. | "a 
| The Heavens and the Earth being diſſolved and flying away, ſo as that no place ſhall be xx. 11. 


found for them any more. 
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